Junior Zoe Miller holds Marvin, a blue-tongued skink, as she answers questions from zoo patrons who walk by. She is 
attending the Cincinnati Zoo Academy, a program that emphasizes science, plant, animal and conservation studies. 


Students get up close and 
personal with zoo animals 


Hannah Sparling 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
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She pauses, leaning against her rake 
in the elephant house. 

This is Katherine Wendeln’s third 
day working with the elephants. Before 
that, the 16-year-old was with the 
primates. 

“A couple times, they let me feed 
bananas and grapes to the bonobos,” 
she said. “They were so expressive, so 
humanlike. ... It’s amazing to see all the 


Katherine Wendeln, 16, a junior at the 
Cincinnati Zoo Academy, takes a selfie 
with Sabu, an Asian elephant. 


personalities.” 

Katherine is part of the Zoo 
Academy, a partnership between 
Cincinnati Public Schools and the 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden. For 
part of the day, Zoo Academy is like a 
regular, if tiny, school. The 36 students, 
alljuniors and seniors, sit in classrooms 
in the basement of the zoo’s education 
center. They learn math and English. 
They read books. They write papers. 

But then, for two hours each school 
day, Katherine and her classmates go 
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turning to prayer to relieve stress. 1B The Cincinnati Enquirer 
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